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Text: Jeremiah 38:1-13

I. Background to text

a. Jeremiah and the prophet’s role in Israel’s history

b. V. 1-7 Jeremiah’s imprisonment in the cistern

c. V. 7 Who was Ebed-Melech?

i. An “official” in the palace, a eunuch
ii. A Cushite, a black man – outsider, minority
iii. Meaning of his name: the King’s Servant
II. A Call

a. V. 7 Ebed-Melch heard… 

b. The hearing of the soul

c. With the hearing came the responsibility

d. Intervene in sympathy or ignore in apathy?

III. A Conviction

a. V. 8-9 What your princes (some were his relatives) did was unjust

b. Parallel to 1 Samuel 17
i. David heard…

ii. Could have brought bread and cheese forever (1 Sam. 17:17-18)

iii. An offense to the living God

IV. A Clarity of Position

a. V. 10 Who, me?! Probably expected king to do something about the injustice.
i. Us: Will you please minister to these suffering people?

ii. Jesus: Will you please minister to these suffering people?

b. God can use anyone in his kingdom work
c. Do we want to step into the current of God’s activity??

d. Can we claim the name “King’s Servant”?

V. A Creative response
a. V. 11 A quick detour for “…some old rags and worn out clothes…”

b. Use what you have!

VI. Conclusion: 
a. 4 Steps: a call, a conviction, a clarity of position, a creative response
b. End of story: Jeremiah 39:15-17

c. God rewards those who trust in him

d. Ebed-Melech heard…
