FREEDOM SUNDAY 
     Freedom Sunday is February 21, 2010, the first Sunday of the season of Lent. 
     The concept behind Freedom Sunday is to give faith communities encouragement and assistance so that the faithful can worship, intercede, and act with a clear focus on ending slavery in their communities and world.  Think of what would happen if churches in every community prayed and preached against slavery. Imagine the hope that would spill out into our neighborhoods and world as choirs sang about liberation, children gave their dimes and quarters to free slaves, study groups were launched to learn more, and mission’s trips were planned to see more and do more. What would happen if we could tap into the potential of our faith communities?  Those “what/ifs” reveal the potential of what Freedom Sunday could be. The resources are unlimited. The energy is palpable. The results would be – will be – amazing.
     On Freedom Sunday, churches of every denomination from India to Australia, Myanmar to San Francisco, Costa Rica to New York will be praying for those held captive in honor of the first ever Freedom Sunday. Please join in this worldwide day of reflection: 

· Preach about the freedom Jesus brings 
· Sing songs of redemption

· Raise awareness of human trafficking – Parish bulletins. Announcements. Posters 

· Take an offering to support the global projects of the Not For Sale Campaign

· Declare that no one should be For Sale

After Freedom Sunday continue to be involved: 

· Spend 20 minutes on the website www.notforsalecampaign.org 

· Go to “Slavery map” and see where slavery exists in your state

· Talk to your legislators about enacting laws to stop this human trafficking

· Go to “Stop Paying for Slavery” and see where your clothes come from

· Arrange for a Freedom Store (merchandize created by rescued victims of slavery) 
· Organize a Bible Study using the Not For Sale materials and continue to pray for the captives
· Attend follow up events: 

· March 20, 2010 -  “Solidarity Saturday” at St Thomas Seminary. 10:00-6:00 contact Shawnee Baldwin 860-243-9465 ext 20. 

· April 16, 2010 -  St Mary Star of the Sea Unionville – Theresa Flores – trafficking victim turned advocate will give a personal account. FBI Special Agent will provide information on human trafficking in the US and Connecticut. Jamee Herbert – NFS Connecticut will talk about ways you can help everyday to stem the tide of human trafficking.

· August 4-7, 2010 – SOULFEST and NFS Supply Chain Academy: Gunstock New Hampshire;

     Not For Sale is a Campaign of students, artists, entrepreneurs, people of faith, athletes, law enforcement officers, politicians, social workers, skilled professionals, and all justice seekers united to fight the global slave trade and end human trafficking. The Campaign aims to recruit, educate, and mobilize an international grassroots social movement that effectively combats human trafficking and slavery through "Smart Activism". It deploys innovative solutions for every individual to re-abolish slavery -- in their own backyards and across the globe. Not For Sale believes that everyone has a skill to contribute that can free an individual living in bondage, and together we can stop human trafficking and end slavery in our lifetime.

     Jamee Herbert, a senior at Holy Cross College studying Political Science and Peace and

Conflict Studies and a parishioner at St. Mary, Unionville is the Connecticut State Director for the Not For Sale campaign. She first heard of human trafficking on her campus and became involved with Not For Sale while studying in Lima, Peru. Her experience with the children at Generacion was life-changing, and it solidified for her that fighting modern-day slavery is her greatest passion. Jamee has created some materials for use at a Freedom Sunday Liturgy. To get a copy of this template or bulletin blurbs (if not attached below) call Jamee at 860-539-7518 or jameeh@notforsalecampaign.org
FREEDOM SUNDAY LITURGY TEMPLATE 
Gathering Song (and Offertory, Communion, Closing songs)

	Contemporary Music

· El Shaddai (Amy Grant)

· This is Love (I bow down to the Holy one)

· I will Rise (Chris Tomlin)

· Amazing Grace, my chains are gone (Chris Tomlin)

· The Faithful One (Selah)

· Wonderful merciful savior (Selah)

· He Reigns (Newsboys)

· Rescue (Jared Anderson)

If you have questions or need help with music, contact Rick D’Addario (860-679-1695) or Marion Acker (860-836-6896) from St Mary, Unionville. They can provide music or lyrics. 
	Traditional Music

· Peace is flowing like a River

· Blest Are They

· God, You Search Me

· The Cross of Jesus

· All That We Have

· Here Am I, Lord

· Christ Be Our Light

· The Summons

· On Eagle’s Wings

· Amazing Grace

· Be Not Afraid

· Hosea (Come Back to Me)


Opening Prayer  

Use what is in the sacramentary but make parishioners aware that this is a special Sunday that honors human life)
First Reading  (Dt 26:4-10)
     Moses spoke to the people, saying: “The priest shall receive the basket from you and shall set it in front of the altar of the LORD, your God.  Then you shall declare before the Lord, your God,  ‘My father was a wandering Aramean who went down to Egypt with a small household

and lived there as an alien.  But there he became a nation great, strong, and numerous.

When the Egyptians maltreated and oppressed us, imposing hard labor upon us, we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and he heard our cry and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. He brought us out of Egypt with his strong hand and outstretched arm, with terrifying power, with signs and wonders; and bringing us into this country, he gave us this land flowing with milk and honey. Therefore, I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of the soil which you, O LORD, have given me.’ And having set them before the Lord, your God, you shall bow down in his presence.”
Psalm response  (91:1-2,10-15 (15b) 

     All who call upon me I will answer. I will be with them in distress.
Second Reading (Rom 10:8-13)
     Brothers and sisters: What does Scripture say?  The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart—that is, the word of faith that we preach—, for, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. For the Scripture says, No one who believes in him will be put to shame.  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, enriching all who call upon him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Gospel (Lk 4:1-13)
     Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days, to be tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and when they were over he was hungry.  The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” Jesus answered him,  “It is written, One does not live on bread alone.” Then he took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a single instant.  The devil said to him, “I shall give to you all this power and glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I may give it to whomever I wish. All this will be yours, if you worship me.”  Jesus said to him in reply, “It is written: You shall worship the Lord, your God, and him alone shall you serve.” Then he led him to Jerusalem, made him stand on the parapet of the temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written: He will command his angels concerning you, to guard you, and: With their hands they will support you, lest you dash your foot against a stone.” Jesus said to him in reply, “It also says, You shall not put the Lord, your God, to the test.” When the devil had finished every temptation, he departed from him for a time.

Homily points:
• Many of those who are trafficked and oppressed are aliens waiting to be brought out of their “Egypt” , rescued from their affliction and toil.

Slavery and human trafficking in all their forms are unjust, destroy human dignity and devalue human life: indentured servitude, trade slavery, sex-slave trade, forced sale and/or transport of people  - forced adoption for profit, mail order bride, boy soldiers.

• The free and the oppressed have the same Lord, he is the Lord of all. Every one who

calls his name will be saved – will you be God’s hands?

Please join not only this worldwide day of reflection but the days to follow by preaching about the freedom Jesus brings, and give us the strength to extend it to others. 

• Jesus spent 40 days in the desert; people that are trafficked, sold into slavery forced to

be soldiers or sold for any purpose – are in the desert. Sometimes the desert is right in

front of us. Spend time in the desert with God and then take action like Jesus did. 

Intentions

· For our leaders…    That they become aware of human trafficking and enact laws to prevent this abuse of human life. We pray to the Lord….

· For the baptized…    That we spend time in the desert to examine the mission that God is calling us to. Help us to hear the cries of the oppressed, see the invisible enslaved people around us, and give us the strength to respond in timely and appropriate ways.  We pray to the Lord…..

· For the Body of Christ…   That we hear the cry of the afflicted and the oppressed, that the word that is near to us in our mouths and in our hearts help us to be accountable for the choices we make.  We pray to the Lord….

· For the oppressed people caught in the Slave trade….    That they feel the presence of God cradling them in the palm of his hands as they await their freedom.  Grant full healing to those whose lives have been rescued but are still shattered by the experience.  We pray to the Lord….

· For the oppressors caught in the Slave trade…. May God’s light and love pierce their hearts and transform them to unshackle the chains that bind them and the people they are exploiting. We pray to the Lord…..

Freedom Sunday BULLETIN BLURBS/ School or Mass Announcements

“On February 21, 2010 churches around the world will be praying for those held captive in honor of the first ever Freedom Sunday. Please join in this worldwide day of reflection by preaching about the freedom Jesus brings, singing songs of redemption and prayerfully considering a donation to support the global projects of the Not For Sale Campaign. 

Freedom Sunday is Feb 21st - “Slavery and human trafficking in all their forms are unjust, destroy human dignity and devalue human life. Let us raise our awareness of indentured servitude, trade slavery, sex-slave trade, and the forced sale and/or transport of people through forced adoption, mail order brides for profit and boy soldiers. Let us actively oppose slavery through establishing local and global networks to combat slavery through prayer, education, advocacy, rescue, protection, rehabilitation and reintegration of victims, and the call for application of justice and opposition to the people and organizations responsible for human trafficking.”

